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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
September, 2010                                                                                        Alpine, Texas 

 

MEETING MINUTES,SEPTEMBER ‘10 
September 14, 2010 

 The meeting was attended by 13 people. As this meeting 

was held in the new Brewster County EOC, it was an honor to 

have Benny Walker, KB5JXO from Pecos County with us to 

inspect the new operations center. 

 Sign up sheets for the Cyclefest event were passed 

around for volunteers and meeting times for the communications 

teams were set. 

 Dave, N5DO gave the club an overview of the new 

EOC and Fire Station, and then introduced Brewster County 

Emergency Coordinator, Tom Santry. 

 Tom directed the club from one end of the building to 

the other pointing out many of the new features and equipment 

for fire fighting and emergency operations.  

 

 

 

TOWER TRAILER UPGRADE 
 In August of 2010, 

the club approved a budget 

for replacing the tires and 

packing the wheel bearings 

on the tower trailer. The 

tires have now been 

replaced, one wheel bearing 

was replaced and all wheel 

bearings were packed. The work was completed $22.81 under 

budget. 

 

 In July of 2009 the club discussed re-painting and 

refurbishing the trailer. While it was generally agreed the work 

needed to be done, the final motion was to get an estimate from a 

paint and body shop for an automotive quality paint job. To date, 

no one has been able to take the trailer in for an estimate. 

 

 On his own, Bill, W5ATO, has 

replaced the lights and wiring, re-

painted the frame and wheels and 

applied safety reflectors. He will bring it 

to the October 12 meeting for display, 

and offer a plea for forgiveness. If that is 

insufficient, a plea of insanity will be 

offered. 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
Bill, W5ATO 

 

 Once again the Mas-o-Menos event has been canceled. 

No Mas-o-Menos for 2011. However we will have the Big Bend 

Ultra Run in the National Park on January 16. 

 The Ultra Run does give us a couple of days in the park 

with a fine group of HAMS from San Antonio and Central Texas 

and we have a good time. But Mas-o-Menos, and Chihuahuan 

Desert Challenge, (before it changed its name and course,) was 

always a very high point in our activities. I think the Rock House 

camp site and the consistency of the event really made it the 

legend it has become in BBARC history.  

 But dig back into the earlier years of the BBARC and 

there are other fondly remembered events that brought the group 

together for a quality outing.  The Big Bend Bash off-road rally 

was one, but it doesn’t show signs of returning. However there 

were a few years the club did a Valentine special event station, 

and there are some good stories from that event that haven’t been 

related in a decade or two. With the desert bike races being held 

so near February 14
th

 every year, that activity yielded to the 

annual South Brewster County Retreat of the bike races. 

 So now there are no bike races in February. There are 

no other group HF activities besides Field Day.  

 I have asked the BBARC board to add to the October 

meeting agenda, a discussion of re-introducing a ‘Valentine from 

Valentine, Texas’ HF Special Event. It will require more than 

just 4 or 5 people to commit to it to even make it a possible 

event. We’ll probably need near a dozen or more commitments. 

 Unlike our public support events, this will be an HF 

event. Unlike our public support events, this will be a 24 hour 

plus activity. It will be more like a Field Day than a Cyclefest or 

Ultra Run or Balloon Bash, etc. 

 I hope we have one or two members present who 

participated in the previous Valentine Special Event to orate a 

visualization of what it was like when they did it in the late ‘70s, 

maybe early ‘80’s. In other words, to tell stories with special 

embellishments.  

 One early member notes that Valentine’s Day is on a 

Monday in 2011 and special events are usually better held on 
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